PUBLIC OPINION NEWS SERVICE

For Release Wednesday, April 2, 1941

The Poll Tax Issue

First Study of Public Opinion
On Poll Tax Issve Completed
By Institute in National Surve
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RINCETON, XN. J., Apr. 1.—One of the political prob-
lems heing widely discussed throughout the Seuth is
the question of abolishing poil taxes which arc still a
requirement for voting in eight Southern states.
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The average tax in the § states Contrary to popular impression,

V‘Vitkl poll tax requirements is about | the present poll tax system in the
$1.75. In some states the taxes are!South is of comparatively recent
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in the poll tax states as a group
and throughout the rest of the

The survey also included, how-
ever, persons of voting age who,

In the early days of the Re-|chi ﬁ;r. as & means of combatting
public only pcople who owned |the popularity of the Populist

through failure to pay the poll property could vote. Poll taxes|Party ameng poor whites in the

tax, are not eligible to vote. When
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are in favor of abolishing all ex-
Ttrpet-tases:

2. In the 13 Southern states
public opinion is of mixed com-
plexion on the issue. In the five
Southeru states whichavemlicady
abolished poll taxes, or never had
them, a majority wants to sec therm
repealed in the other parts of the
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The next aspect of the question

rest of the South (the five non-
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zen, Ark., expressed his opinion
to_Instj Interviewer Bess Lay
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poll tax states), and of the coun-
try as a whole?
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Over in De Valls Bluff, Ark., the schools and keep the
another farmer felt the poll tax Negroes from voting.”
i ¢ is i system encouraged. political cor- ) K
ls—what is. the sentiment of the ruption. He told an Institute A B0yearold insurance agent
e — L in Virginia, ing an attitnde
held by many voters in the sur-
*‘It’é golleuh!o rotten the vey, said:
way they purchase those poll w
tases that the whole pall fax W ought io keep the poll tax
system: ought. lo be done away because when you pay @ tax
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ginia — majority sentiment
is still in. favor of retaining
the tax.
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FOR ABOLISHING POLL TAX 51%
FOR RETAINING POLL TAX 36
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have to.” .
“Better keep the poll tax
A 37-year-old bookkeeper in the because if we don’t have it
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