
Gallup Common Core Survey of Teachers, August/September 2014 
 
Verbatim responses to: What do you think is the most NEGATIVE thing about the 
Common Core? 
 
The following verbatims are sorted by category. They are the responses of the subset of public school 
teachers (approximately 450 out of 854) who gave their permission for Gallup to publish their comments. 
 

 
Not practical/unrealistic/lacks common sense/too much pressure 

These are standards that are based on nobody's classroom. They are far from usable, far from realistic, 
and take nothing else into account but the teacher. 

Too rigid. 

It doesn't take developmentally appropriate practice, or that most children who live at or below the 
poverty level don't have the luxury of attending 2 or 3 years of preschool prior to Kindergarten. 

Too rigorous in the lower grades. 

Expecting kids to do the work when they don't have the basics. Not fair to Special Ed or ELL/ESL kids. 

I know the math is a little fast paced and leaves little time for mastery. Also, in both areas the stakes 
have been 
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It raises the bar extremely high for some of our Special Education students. 

Too difficult for struggling students, no alternative. 

Too ambitious standards students cannot meet. 

The people writing it are out of touch with reality and the new core tests are ridiculous. 

Too rigid. 

Some children are not developmentally ready for what is expected at certain ages. 

The vocabulary is often too hard for 6th graders. The questions. 

They are not always developmentally appropriate for the students who are supposed to learn them. 

It is a little ambitious and rigorous, especially at k-5, they are just kids after all. 

Unreasonable assessments. 

Curriculum wise, the Standards are too strict and not age level appropriate.   Implementation wise, the 
states focused too much on testing and not enough on helping teachers learn the standards. 

Some of the standards are too advanced for students at the grade level the standards are written. 

Kindergarten shouldn't write paragraphs, third graders aren't mentally ready for some of the fractions. 

I think it is a little too rigorous at the younger ages. 

The writing requirements that are required will be very intense for students in my intensive reading 
courses. 

Some unrealistic standards for the developmental stages children are at. 

The expectations of implementing them. Holding teachers accountable for standardized test scores no 
matter the student's capabilities (i.e. reading levels, cognitive abilities etc). 

They are trying too hard to elevate the standards all at once and it is going to make students feel like 
failures, and potentially keep some from getting into college. 

Requiring students in math to explain every step in their work. This needs to be moderated. Also, too 
much emphasis on reading informational text. 

Some state standards are far behind the Common Core so teachers get behind covering for the lag. 

The standards are inappropriate at the elementary levels and the assessments are horrendous. 

Most students are working well below grade level. This is unfair to assess a student that is not working 
on grade level nor has mastered curriculum. 

The standards are not generally cognitively appropriate, due in part to the fact that teachers were 
excluded from their development. 

The claim that these standards are "rigorous" is a complete myth. 

Puts additional requirements on over taxed teachers. 

Too much pressure put on all those involved. There isn't time to teach content the way it should be 
taught. Everything is on a strict schedule. 

The most negative thing is that much of the material is too complicated for the low average students 
that I teach. It does not at all relate to what they may do when they graduate from high school. 
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Many of the "requirements" are poorly chosen, written, and tested. Imposes beliefs of an elite minority 
on all communities. 

Hard to say. The math part seems to be the most horrific with obtuse and round about ways of teaching 
simple math to small children who just need to learn to do the facts. 

Not always developmentally appropriate. 

Limited in critical thinking. 

It is not developmentally correct. 

Well, let's see, some of the material is false, usually not age appropriate (above level), evals are complete 
(swear word), testing is unfair for students, government thinks that more red tape is a good thing. 

Some of the Standards are much too easy while others are much too difficult for students who are not 
developmentally ready to learn them. Teachers didn't develop the CCSS. 

Issues with instruction, particularly in math, demonstrate a profound disconnect between the politicians, 
academics, & business leaders who drafted Common Core and the teachers who have to teach it. 

Not developmentally appropriate for younger students. Lack of curriculum to support it, too much 
dictating from top administration. 

The Common Core can be defined as two steps back to go one step forward. 

I think the way it is tested and evaluated is faulty. The standards themselves are good, but the evaluation 
method is currently very flawed. 

Questions are vague/roundabout that confuse students & teachers. Not real world questioning, but 
merry-go-round questions. Teachers should perfect standards not bureaucrats & government, hurts kids. 

The most negative thing is that the "powers that be" seem to think there is only one way to answer a 
problem. I firmly believe critical thinking comes in many ways. 

Changes the historical facts and leaves out important facts of US and World History. Changes the way 
students will view their country and world. 

The emphasis on reading and writing in technical classes that are pressed for time already. 

 
 
Unfair to students/one-size fits all/not student driven/doesn't have their best 
interests 

No ut ibi

-
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The idea that a standardized approach to education is best is a negative outcome from ideas such as the 
Common Core. 

Not all of same quality. 

The approach that is being used to change the teaching methods for subjects. The knowledge and skills 
needed for students has not changed. Pacing of lesson does not allow for individual differences. 

The fact that it supports the notion that education is more effective when it is highly standardized. 

It assumes all kids learn in the same way, at the same level, at the same age. 

Setting a "cookie cutter" approach that limits flexibility to fit the socioeconomic needs of our children. 

They are a national curriculum requiring all students in the nation to learn the same things (in social 
studies, for example) without leeway for learning around the subject or local interest studies. 

Our children are not made of cookie dough and should not all to be made to follow the same exact path. 
A student's education should be directed to what is best for each and their skills. 

It is part of a scheme to standardize instruction and increase testing. It results in diminishing teacher 
autonomy and instructional time that could be used to deliver authentic learning experiences. 

It does not address student needs. 

Education is not assembly line. This defeats the originality, the spontaneity, the discoveries in teaching. It 
should not be top down driven. 

Assumes every child is identical to its peers. 

You do not want a nation in which all students are learning the same thing in each grade across the 
nation. There needs to be diversity across the nation. 

No room for individualization based on need. 

Each school district is demographically unique and what works in one, may not work in another. There 
cannot be strings attached to teachers or districts if students do not meet these standards. 

I'm not a big fan of anything being standardized......one size doesn't fit all. 

The expectation that every student is college bound. We need tradesmen. Not every student wants to or 
is meant to go to college. We should have high expectations and encourage students. 

Kids have been passed on and they are not prepared for this curriculum. 

Lumping various learning objectives into to one standard. 

Not all children learn in the same way. Common Core seems to make even simple things very confusing. 

Not all students can work at the same pace or even the same level no matter what their labeled grade 
level is. Some students will be held back in potential and some won't be able to keep up. 

One size/standard cannot possibly work with all students and schools. There is no allowance for 
remediation in teaching the standards. 

Children are unique and one size doesn't fit all. 

Too much one size fits all, complicates things. Waste of money. We need local control. 

Too piecemeal, treats all students same, regardless of ability. It waters down the curriculum. 
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Unfortunately not every student fits into the same mold. We are not created equally. While some 
students are college material others are not. We are so busy steering students towards a college 
education. 
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Not giving enough leeway in how teachers teach the curriculum. 

The reliance on lock step teaching and the lack of individuality. Also, students with disabilities and ELL 
students will have difficulty meeting grade level standards. 

Trying to make everyone teach the same way. 

It takes away teacher flexibility in what they teach. 

Hard to measure creativity or thinking outside the box. 

How the teachers are getting curriculum shoved down their throats with no wiggle room. We have to use 
certain programs, but our students are not developmentally ready to handle these programs. 

These aren't the only things we should be teaching. 

Little room for differentiation in instructional material. Some of the math concepts are new and hard to 
grasp. More students will be left behind because of lack of basic skills leading up to implementation. 

There is no variety in teaching anymore. It seems to be a production line putting children not first but the 
product first. Testing has had too much of an influence on what we teach now. 

The top-down approach of Common Core takes the worst of the factory model of school administration 
and layers on the idea that "schools should be run like a business”. 

Less creativity. 

It stifles creativity, removes any joy or spontaneity from teaching. It will not make a bad teacher into a 
good one, but it can hamper a good one. Students are not motivated by top down prescription. 

Everyone teaches differently and are monitored in how they teach the standards. A teacher could teach it 
for one day the entire year or end the entire year teaching it. There is a huge inequality. 

Stifles creativity in many teachers. 

It forces good teachers to abandon quality practices for a unified teaching strategy. Everyone in lockstep. 

In NJ, the standards are not as rigorous in some areas as they were before. They strip classroom teachers 
of the ability to be creative and plan lessons based on student interests as well as standards. 

Prescribed lessons are very dry, boring, and out of touch with children's interest, especially the 
curriculum developed for grade 9 for NYS. 

The adjustment for the new style of teaching. 

Too many regulations deprive local ability to design education for local needs. 

 
Has unwarranted negative attitudes /poor public image 
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The negative attitude of individuals who ignore the facts and strike at the Common Core change with 
anger and fear. 

Parents do not understand it and the media has created a nightmare surrounding it. 

The backlash and hysteria. 

The lack of understanding that these are guides and that the determination for the curriculum to meet 
these goals reigns at the discretion of the school districts. 

Public perception and emphasis on high stakes testing. 

The misconceptions about the Common Core. Parents think it is a way of the government controlling the 
minds of their children, which is not true. 

There is misunderstanding with parents about the Common Core. 

People don't seem to realize that students can study other subject matter after the core material has 
been taught. 

There are some sillinesses in it that need to be addressed in terms of curriculum. These minor issues are 
allowing people who don't want to have them to gain grass roots support against Common Core. 

People do not understand about Common Core. The negative media is sending out false information. 

The public discourse has separated from reality. The proponents hail the new standards as something 
completely different, which they aren't in California. The opponents are paranoid and delusional. 

The weird misconceptions people have about what Common Core actually is and should do. 

People not necessarily informed are offering opinions and information. 

The negative perceptions by uninformed people who want to get rid of the Common Core without really 
knowing where it came from & what it actually is. 

The media hype. 

People being misinformed about it. 

Not anything negative, but people in general need to be informed about Common Core and how it helps 
to prepare children for the real world. 

The bad publicity. 

 
Allow states to set their own standards/too much government regulation 

It is indoctrination to socialism. 

Government type control. 

Not enough local control will exist if implemented. 

Loss of local control. 

Imposition of standards by Federal agencies. 

Too much government involvement is never good. It seems to be going back to teachers teaching to the 
test. 

It is emphatically not the province of the Federal Government to dictate to the States how to do much of 
anything. The Common Core standards are a violation of the principle of Federalism. 
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They take educational decisions away from the local school board and place them in the hands of 
bureaucrats. 

It takes control away from local school boards and does not address issues in with schools in high urban 
areas, predominately non-English speaking students, and schools with high transient rates. 

Threats by government to terminate funding of smaller school districts for missing timelines. 

Common Standards reduce regional control over educational content and reduces a teacher's ability to 
modify her instruction to the individual needs of the children in her classroom. 

Involvement of the federal government. 

Involvement with the federal government. 

Local or state control will be lost regarding establishing the knowledge and skills that are 
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Republicans. 

Politicians - they muc
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Out to 
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Doesn't take into account student's lifestyle/home-life/attitude 

Impossible to teach well as written. Far too broad. Teachers need bullet points, not dissertations. 




