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Results are based on telephone interviews conducted October 3-6, 2013 with a random sample of –1,028—

adults, aged 18+, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia.  For results based on this sample of 

national adults, one can say with 95% confidence that the margin of error is ±4 percentage points. 

 

For results based on the samples of –523—national adults in Form A and--505-- national adults in Form B, the 

margin of sampling error is ±5 percentage points. 

 

For results based on the sample of –309—gun owners, the margin of sampling error is ±7 percentage points. 

 

For results based on the sample of –887—Internet users, the margin of sampling error is ±4 percentage points. 

 

Interviews are conducted with respondents on landline telephones and cellular phones, with interviews 

conducted in Spanish for respondents who are primarily Spanish-speaking. Each sample of national adults 

includes a minimum quota of 50% cell phone respondents and 50% landline respondents, with additional 

minimum quotas by region. Landline and cell phone telephone numbers are selected using random digit dial 

methods. Landline respondents are chosen at random within each household on the basis of which member had 

the most recent birthday. 

 

Samples are weighted to correct for unequal selection probability, non-response, and double coverage of 

landline and cell users in the two sampling frames. They are also weighted to match the national demographics 

of gender, age, race, Hispanic ethnicity, education, region, population density, and phone status (cell phone-

only/landline only/both and cell phone mostly).  Demographic weighting targets are based on the March 2012 

Current Population Survey figures for the aged 18 and older U.S. population. Phone status targets are based on 

the July-December 2011 National Health Interview Survey.  Population density targets are based on the 2010 

census.  All reported margins of sampling error include the computed design effects for weighting.  

 

In addition to sampling error, question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce 

error or bias into the findings of public opinion polls. 

 

  



20. (Asked of those who personally own a gun) There are many reasons why some people choose to own guns 

and others do not.  What are some of the reasons why you own a gun? [OPEN-ENDED]  

 

 BASED ON --309-- GUN OWNERS 

 

 2013 Oct 3-6 

  

Personal safety/Protection 60 

Hunting 36 

Recreation/Sport (non-specific) 13 

Target shooting 8 

Second Amendment right 5 

Like guns/Wanted one/Enjoy using 5 

Antique/Family heirloom/Passed down 5 

Have always owned/Raised with guns/Family tradition 4 

Related to line of work -- police, military 3 

Animal/Pest control/Euthanize sick animals, pets 1 

Collect guns/Hobby  1 

Other 1 

  

No reason in particular  3 

  

No opinion -- 

 
   Percentages total more than 100% due to multiple responses 
 

 


